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Professor by special appointment  
‘Cycling in changing urban regions’  
 
 
Nijmegen School of Management 
The Nijmegen School of Management (NSM) of Radboud University Nijmegen in the Netherlands is 
an academic centre of research and higher learning, focusing on institutional complexity and manage-
rial issues within and between organizations in both the public and private domain. There are seven 
focus areas within the NSM: Business Administration, Public Administration, Political Science, Eco-
nomics, Social and Political Sciences of the Environment, Human Geography, and Spatial Planning. 
The NSM strives for a multidisciplinary approach whenever possible. Altogether, the NSM employs 
220 full-time staff, of whom 75% are academics. The NSM has about 3,000 students.  
 
The NSM’s research activities are governed by the Institute for Management Research (IMR), which 
has the equivalent of 80 full- time staff members. It focuses on fundament al and applied research on 
the development, design and effectiveness of the public and private structures that regulate, govern or 
manage human interaction. The IMR’s research has three multidisciplinary themes: Responsible Or-
ganization (ResOrg), Distributional Conflicts in a Globalizing World (DisCon) and Shaping and Chang-
ing of Places and Spaces (SCAPES).Since 2012 four hotspots have been defined clustering and fo-
cusing IMR’s most promising fields of research: (a) European governance, (b) gender and social di-
versity, (c) health and (d) integral decision making and integral area development. [??update]   
 
 
Positioning 
The Chair of ‘Cycling in changing urban regions’ will be positioned within the chair of Spatial Planning 
in the Department of Geography, Planning and Environment is part of the department of Human Ge-
ography, Spatial Planning and Social and Political Sciences of the Environment (GSPE). The depart-
ment has about 50 full time equivalents and is governed by three Chairs: Spatial Planning (Professor 
P. Ache), Human Geography (Professor H. Ernste) and Social and Political Sciences of the Environ-
ment (Professor P. Leroy). The department also includes the professorships Real Estate and Location 
Development (Professor E. van der Krabben), Economic Geography (Professor A. Lagendijk), and 
European Policy in Comparative Perspective (Professor S. Dühr). Moreover, there are the special 
professorships of Corporate Social Responsibility concerning Land Policy and Location Development 
(vacancy), Transport and Spatial Development (Professor H. Meurs), (EU) Regional Management 
(Professor. F. Boekema), and City and Regional Marketing (Professor G.J. Hospers).  
 
The Chair ‘Cycling in changing urban regions’ will be established in conjunction with the Stadsregio 
Arnhem-Nijmegen (SAN) The aim of the chair is to strengthen research and teaching in the broad 
domain of cycling and space. This includes fundamental research, practice-oriented research and 
valorization activities in cooperation with partners from government, private sector and civil society, 
and teaching in the bachelor and master programs of the Nijmegen School of Management. The chair 
will be established for a fixed term of 3 years, with the possibility for an extension of five years. The 
criteria for the assessment of the performance of the to-be-appointed professor are specified in a sep-
arate document. 
 
The professorship will strengthen the IMR research program, notably within the domain of interactive 
decision making and area development. The research agenda will be developed at the interface of the 
departmental interests in spatial planning, decision making and equality, in place-making and in sus-
tainability. 
 
 
Background 
The domain of transportation is going through turbulent times. Long-term trends that have been part 
and parcel of the development of mobility in modern societies no longer seem to hold. First of all, fuel 
prices no longer decrease in real terms, but have actually shown a significant increase in spite of the 
severe economic crisis. Energy uncertainty is raising concerns that prices are likely to stay high in the 
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foreseeable future. Second, the long-term increase in car ownership and car use has significantly 
slowed and even shows reverse trends in some countries. Especially younger generations have been 
less eager to take up car driving and show a more diverse mobility pattern than in the past. Citizens 
are also returning to the cities and urban conurbations, both large and small in size, making suburban 
sprawl a much less dominant phenomenon than in the past.  
 
These, interrelated, trends have gone hand in hand with a rediscovery of the bicycle as a mode of 
everyday transportation. In contrast to the stabilization in car use, cycling is on the rise in many coun-
tries around the world, in the global north and global south alike. Many cities have made cycling part of 
their mobility policies, introducing bicycle sharing schemes, investing in bicycle infrastructure, and 
increasing public appeal for cycling with public awareness campaigns. Bicycle use is growing in many 
cities around the world, in Munich, New York, Bogota, Tokyo, Tel Aviv, amongst other. Cycling has 
become mainstream in delivery services. The introduction of the electric bicycle has stimulated inno-
vation in the cycling industry and literally broadened the horizon of the role of the bicycle. Cycling is no 
longer only the poster-child of groups concerned about the environment. Cycling has managed to 
draw a much larger appeal, not in the least because of the interrelationship with health and urban life-
styles. In short, cycling is claiming a place on the agenda of researchers, practitioners and decision-
makers alike. 
 
It may come as no surprise, therefore, that the interest in cycling is also rapidly increasing in the re-
search community. From a handful of researchers about a decade ago, the community of researchers 
studying cycling from a range of perspective is slowly but steadily increasing. Given the decade-long 
neglect of (academic) research into cycling, there is a dearth of research. Questions relevant for pro-
fessorship,  include, but are not limited to, the following topics:  

 
- Cycling and urban form: Land use patterns clearly influence the share of cycling, but many ques-

tions remain about the role of the bicycle in different urban settings. Studies have typically focused 
on cycling in (large) urban areas and have neglected the possible role of the bicycle in more dis-
persed urban settings resulting from decades of urban sprawl. What can be the role of the bicycle 
in these dispersed urban regions? To what extent can the electrical bicycle change that role in the 
coming decade? What is the impact of bicycle infrastructures in a region’s bicycle use? What are 
the benefits of local and regional investments, such as bicycle ‘highways’? And what is the role of 
the public transport network as a competitor or a supporter of the bicycle in such regions? 
 

- Cycling and demographic changes: Many regions in Western countries are experiencing a rapid 
ageing of the population. This patterns is not homogeneous across space, with per-urban and sub-
urban areas experiencing a more rapid ageing process than cities. How do these diverging demo-
graphic trends influence the spatial patterns of bicycle use? Does the demographic shift lead to a 
reduction in cycling? What are the implications for the bicycle infrastructures and other facilities, in 
urban, suburban and peri-urban areas?  

 
- Cycling and behavior: The role of the bicycle for different population groups is dependent on the 

mobility patterns and behavioural preferences of travellers, as well as the spatial and infrastructural 
conditions within which travellers use or do not use the bicycle. The growth of the bicycle in 
transport patterns depends on the match between both dimensions. To increase cycling among 
everyday commuters, a shift from urban networks to inter-urban bicycle highways may well be nec-
essary, to cater for the rise of the e-bike, and to enable a shift away from the car. For women and 
elderly population groups, often more concerned about traffic and personal safety, a further im-
provement of the urban bicycle infrastructure may be more conducive to increased bicycle use. 
And to promote cycling among low-skilled workers and ethnic minorities, it may well be necessary 
to expand quality bicycle networks to suburban employment concentrations in combination with 
campaigns to improve the image of cycling as an acceptable means of transportation. How can 
these demands be balanced? Which investments and policies deliver the most value-for-money? 
And to what extend is it possible to combine these demands? 
 

- Cycling and governance: The bicycle is typically poorly represented in institutional structures. How 
can planning for cycling be integrated into mainstream approaches to transportation and land use 
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planning? And which role can the public and non-governmental organizations play in planning for 
the bicycle? How can the costs and benefits of cycling be properly calculated and represented in 
transport statistics and accounting? How can important positive effects of cycling, like health bene-
fits, be embedded in decision-making tools and processes? The challenge here is to explore possi-
bilities to institutionalize planning for the bicycle within the existing multi-level and multi-actor gov-
ernance context, as well as the improvement of planning support tools, such as transport model-
ling, accessibility measurement and cost-benefit analysis, to incorporate cycling as a regular 
transport mode in addition to driving and public transport.  

 
Professorship 
The professorship is in the field of transport planning, and is labelled  ‘Cycling in changing urban 
regions’. 
 
Focus 
• Contribute to the understanding of the impacts of spatial form at various scales on cycling, in par-

ticular in the context of changing urban regions. 
• Contribute to the understanding of the interrelationships between demographic changes and cy-

cling, within a spatial context. 
• Develop an understanding of the role of the bicycle for various user groups, among which com-

muters, women, elderly, ethnic minorities, and low-skilled workers. 
• Contribute to the development of new and effective approaches to the governance of cycling, in 

the context of multi-level and multi-actor settings. 
 
The duties and responsibilities inherent to the position consist of the following items (to be further 
elaborated in consultation with the departmental Chairs): 
 
Teaching 
• Actively contribute to courses for bachelor, master and PhD students, within the domain of the 

professorship; 
• Develop and provide masterclasses to (planning) professionals from the region and beyond, within 

the domain of the professorship. 
  
Research 
• Initiate and conduct research activities related to the professorship, where possible and relevant in 

conjunction with adjacent IMR research domains. 
• Publication of the results in scientific media, such as journals and books.    
• Contribute to the acquiring and implementation of research funds related to the professorship, 

preferably resulting in doctoral research projects.  
• Contribute to the supervision of doctoral researchers. 
• Contribute to the mission of the Institute for Management Research. 
 
Other 
The to-be-appointed professor: 
• Contributes to the ongoing international focus of IMR research and teaching; 
• Actively develops and maintains links with the regional partners active in the domain of the profes-

sorship. 
 
The actual activities of the to-be-appointed professor will obviously be in line with the size scope of the 
appointment.  
 
Requirements 
The qualifications required for filling the position of professor can be summarized as follows: 
 

• a PhD degree in the social sciences, with a preference for the spatial sciences; 
• proven ability to cooperate with experts from various disciplines, including public administra-

tion, policy sciences, marketing, and health;  
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• Has proven qualities in contributing to the international, academic discussion in the field of 
transport planning, which among other things, is apparent from the publications in prominent 
international academic journals; 

• proven ability to initiate and develop cooperation with societal stakeholders, among which lo-
cal and regional government, non-profit organizations, and the business sector;   

• an explicit view on cooperation and synergy between the fields of spatial planning, human ge-
ography, and social and political environmental sciences in education and research; 

• shown success in attracting external funding for projects; 
• a wide experience in supervising research projects and programmes and in initiating and su-

pervising externally funded research; 
• leadership skills, which have been displayed within academic and/or professional circles. 
 


